New members of the insulin family: regulators of metabolism, growth and now ... reproduction.
Insulin, IGF, and relaxin are established members of the insulin protein superfamily. The application of the techniques of cellular, molecular, and computational biology has permitted the identification of new insulin-like ligands and their cognate receptors. Information regarding the biologic role is available for some of these newly identified ligand-receptor systems and indicates novel roles in diverse processes such as testicular descent, germ cell function, and cell migration.